Common American Indian and Asian Indian stereotypes are theme of Katha Dance Theatre’s “Dots and Feathers”

Compelling performances are September 27-30 at The O’Shaughnessy at St. Kate’s

The cultural bridge is getting stretched across continents in a new dance collaboration between Katha Dance Theatre and Native Pride Dancers.

 “Dots and Feathers” uses the theme of identity as a way to bridge the Native American and Asian Indian cultures. Through humor, innovative dance and music and involving more than 20 local and international artists and musicians, the dance collaboration illustrates the misconceptions society holds of these two cultures. The show has performances Friday and Saturday, Sept. 28 and 29 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Sept. 30, at 2 p.m. in The O’Shaughnessy on the College of St. Catherine St. Paul campus, 2004 Randolph Avenue.  Tickets may be reserved at The O’Shaughnessy Box Office at 651-690-6700 or at ticketmaster.com.     

“Respect and tolerance for others is the greatest community need today,” said Rita Mitra Mustaphi, artistic director of KDT, who created this project to follow her dreams of breaking cultural barriers. “Many of my students ask about the difference between the two cultures. We thought – why not explain it through dance and music?”

Mustaphi approached her colleague Larry Yazzie, founder and director of the Native Pride Dancers for his opinion on the idea. 

“I was definitely intrigued,” said Yazzie. “This image of Native Americans that kids have in their schemas is an image not at all in correspondence with the American Indian culture. It is an image that the media has implanted through movies and stories. This performance will definitely help educate and open their minds – we’re very excited about bringing these two unique groups on stage together.”

Yazzie is a World Champion Fancy Dancer who consistently takes top honors at American Indian powwows. Through his cultural dance, Yazzie will lead the audience beyond the everyday stereotypes of Native Americans. In collaboration, Mustaphi defines her culture through live music and traditional Kathak dance that tells stories of the Asian Indian traditions. This performance will bring the audience a deeper understanding of both cultures and correct common misconceptions.  

“When we think of Asian Indians we think of dots on their forehead, as we associate American Indians with feathers in their hair,” said Mustaphi. “This performance is our humorous attempt to go beyond those two stereotypes.”   

To help educate and increase tolerance for one another, KDT is paying the ticket price for select schools to view the show Thursday, September 27.  An additional School Matinee is Friday, Sept. 28 at 10:30 a.m.

This activity is made possible in part by grants provided by the McKnight Foundation, COMPAS, Medtronic’s Arts Access Fund, Metropolitan Regional Arts Council, and the Minnesota State Arts Board through an appropriation by the Minnesota State Legislature. In addition this activity is supported in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.
Event Information

Venue: The O’Shaughnessy of St. Catherine College


2004 Randolph Avenue


St. Paul, MN 55105

Show Times: Friday, September 28, 2007, 10:30am (school matinee)


          Friday, September 28, 2007, 8pm


          Saturday, September 29, 2007, 8pm


          Sunday, September 30, 2007, 2pm

Invited Preview: Thursday, September 27, 2007, 8pm

Ticket Prices:  $24 Adults

$22 Group/Package/MPR/Seniors



$20 CSC alumnae/Faculty/Staff



$15 Student/Child



$7 Educational Performance (groups-school field trip)

For Tickets Call: 


O’Shaughnessy Box Office: 651-690-6700


Ticket Master: 651-989-5151

